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3.
Ski Off-Piste. Way Off-Piste.

Kyrgyzstan’s craggy terrain, 
pristine scenery, and off-the-
beaten-path location make  
it an exhilarating and unspoiled 
adventure destination. Remote 
Lands offers eight-day skiing and  
snowboarding trips in the coun-
try’s northeastern Tian Shan 
range. By day, travelers carve 
powder at elevations from 7,500 
to 12,000 feet; at night, they 
stargaze from cozy Kyrgyz yurts. 
Guests acclimatize in the town  
of Karakol, where they can tour 
the Dungan mosque and visit  
a Russian sauna, and finish their 
trip in Bishkek, home of the Osh 
Bazaar. From $7,500. Departures 
from December 2019 through 
March 2020. remotelands.com  
—LINDSAY LAMBERT DAY

5.
New Zealand on Two Wheels

Between the dramatic landscape 
and scant traffic, New Zealand’s 
Great Rides bike trails—22 in all—
are a cyclist’s fantasy. Adventure 
South NZ’s two-week, 375-mile 
“South Island Triple Trails”  
trip melds three iconic routes. 
The journey takes riders from 
the Southern Alps to the Pacific 
Coast, passing snowy Mount 
Cook, the glacial waters of Lake 
Pukaki, and the odd limestone 
outcrops called Elephant Rocks. 
The route then turns inland 
through Central Otago’s mining 
country and sheep pastures 
before cruising past wetlands and 
native bush on the West Coast 
Wilderness Trail. From $3,705. 
Feb. 27–March 11, 2020. adventure 
south.co.nz —REBECCA DALZELL 

2.
The Ultimate Surf Boot Camp 

The high from the first seconds 
atop a surfboard, with a curl of 
saltwater as nature’s propeller, 
quickly becomes addictive. Chas-
ing that feeling is the specialty 
of Terry Simms Surf. An intimate 
week at Nihi Sumba, a Robinson 
Crusoe–esque luxury resort on 
Indonesia’s Sumba island, is a 
great way to hone your skills. The 
surf playground, on the surreally 
cerulean Indian Ocean, is home 
to the private break God’s Left. 
Simms analyzes his six novice-to-
intermediate surfers (prerequi-
site: 15 days’ experience), designs 
a plan for each, and cherry-picks 
the waves while dropping nuggets 
of wisdom. From $11,955. March 
29–April 5, 2020, with private 
retreats available year-round. terry 
simmssurf.com —KATHRYN ROMEYN

4.
Red Cliffs, White Water 

Commemorate the 100th birthday  
of Grand Canyon National Park  
by rafting the 225 miles of  
Colorado River (pictured above) 
that carved it. From the put-in 
at Lees Ferry to the take-out at 
Diamond Creek, OARS’s 15- to 
16-day guided adventure will have  
travelers white-knuckling their 
paddles as they cut through some 
of the country’s wildest Class IV 
and V rapids. There are moments  
of relaxation, too, as the raft floats  
past limestone caverns, water- 
falls, fern grottoes, and the 
occasional bighorn sheep. Chal-
lenging hikes—to the Puebloan 
cliff ruins of Nankoweap and the 
cascading turquoise pools of 
Havasu Canyon—are also built 
into the itinerary. From $5,502. 
Departures in September and 
October 2019 and 2020. oars.com 
—BECCA BLOND
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